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The Impact of the National Identity on the Foreign Policy of the
Sultanate of Oman (1970- 2016)
Prepared
Talal Abdullah Khalfan Al-Nadabi
Supervision
Prof. Abdul Qader Mohammed Fahmi Al-Ta'ee

Abstract

Identity is one of the topics that has been of increasing interest in foreign
policy and international relations since the beginning of the first decade of the twenty-
first century, after the interpretation of relations between international units was largely
limited to specific physical factors such as power and interest. Understanding the
external political behavior of a country and its external relations, as in the case of the
Sultanate of Oman, requires understanding the influence of a number of specific factors,
including internal, external, and political factors, in order to identify the orientations of
the state in its external political behavior.

The study sought to identify the factor of identity and its structural
components and its impact on the foreign policy making of the state. It also sought to
identify the factors contributing to the building of the national identity of the Sultanate
of Oman, and to identify the system of making foreign policy in Oman and the
fundamentals of its foreign policy. It also sought the study of the identity factor in the
making of the Omani foreign policy at the Gulf, Arab and international levels. That is
based on the assumption that the factors that contributed to the formation of the identity
of the Sultanate of Oman have a clear influence in the formulation of patterns of

external political behavior, at the Gulf level, the Arab level, and the international level.
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In order to ascertain the hypothesis of the study, the researcher adopted a
number of scientific research methods, including the historical method, in following up
and analyzing the historical events that the Sultanate of Oman underwent in order to use
them in interpreting the current reality. Also, the method of systemic analysis
considering that foreign policy is the result of external factors (in put), which interacted
with an institutional system in the form of processes. This interaction resulted in a set of
outcomes called (out put), which represent the external political behavior of the state, as
well as the decision-making approach. The foreign affairs of any country is a decision,
or a group of resolutions offered by units or institutions responsible, and that these
decisions affect the number of subjective factors, and local, regional, international and
others.

The researcher concluded that there is a role played by identity in influencing
the foreign policy of the Sultanate of Oman. It may increase or decrease according to
the political situation. It is subject to the discretion of the political leader and foreign
policy making circles. In some cases, identity may be the most influential factor in
directing foreign policy toward specific issues. As far as the Sultanate of Oman is
concerned, it begins in its interactions and relations on the international scene from a set
of constants and elements stemming from the components of its national identity. Thus,
the nature of the national character of the Omani people is one of the influential features
of the foreign policy of the Sultanate of Oman. And that the political behavior followed
by the Sultanate of Oman in its external field, and on the various squares (Gulf, Arab
and international), expresses Omani privacy and its political identity.

Keywords: Identity, Foreign Policy.
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The Impact of the National Identity on the Foreign Policy of the
Sultanate of Oman (1970- 2016)
Prepared
Talal Abdullah Khalfan Al-Nadabi
Supervision
Prof. Abdul Qader Mohammed Fahmi Al-Ta'ee

Abstract

Identity is one of the topics that has been of increasing interest in foreign
policy and international relations since the beginning of the first decade of the twenty-
first century, after the interpretation of relations between international units was largely
limited to specific physical factors such as power and interest. Understanding the
external political behavior of a country and its external relations, as in the case of the
Sultanate of Oman, requires understanding the influence of a number of specific factors,
including internal, external, and political factors, in order to identify the orientations of
the state in its external political behavior.

The study sought to identify the factor of identity and its structural
components and its impact on the foreign policy making of the state. It also sought to
identify the factors contributing to the building of the national identity of the Sultanate
of Oman, and to identify the system of making foreign policy in Oman and the
fundamentals of its foreign policy. It also sought the study of the identity factor in the
making of the Omani foreign policy at the Gulf, Arab and international levels. That is
based on the assumption that the factors that contributed to the formation of the identity
of the Sultanate of Oman have a clear influence in the formulation of patterns of

external political behavior, at the Gulf level, the Arab level, and the international level.
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In order to ascertain the hypothesis of the study, the researcher adopted a
number of scientific research methods, including the historical method, in following up
and analyzing the historical events that the Sultanate of Oman underwent in order to use
them in interpreting the current reality. Also, the method of systemic analysis
considering that foreign policy is the result of external factors (in put), which interacted
with an institutional system in the form of processes. This interaction resulted in a set of
outcomes called (out put), which represent the external political behavior of the state, as
well as the decision-making approach. The foreign affairs of any country is a decision,
or a group of resolutions offered by units or institutions responsible, and that these
decisions affect the number of subjective factors, and local, regional, international and
others.

The researcher concluded that there is a role played by identity in influencing
the foreign policy of the Sultanate of Oman. It may increase or decrease according to
the political situation. It is subject to the discretion of the political leader and foreign
policy making circles. In some cases, identity may be the most influential factor in
directing foreign policy toward specific issues. As far as the Sultanate of Oman is
concerned, it begins in its interactions and relations on the international scene from a set
of constants and elements stemming from the components of its national identity. Thus,
the nature of the national character of the Omani people is one of the influential features
of the foreign policy of the Sultanate of Oman. And that the political behavior followed
by the Sultanate of Oman in its external field, and on the various squares (Gulf, Arab

and international), expresses Omani privacy and its political identity.

Keywords: Identity, Foreign Policy.
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